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2017 End of Year Summary 

 

The growth and development that Kids Run Free instigated during 2016 has continued 

throughout 2017 and the future is looking equally exciting. 

We anticipate that by the end of 2018 we will have engaged up to 110,850 (an incredible 

increase of 443%) children to run on a regular basis either through our parks or schools 

programmes. We are proud to be supporting this number of children on their way to become 

healthier, happier and more confident. 

 

Kids Run Free Parks: 

This past year, our focus was to continue building on the strong teams of community 

volunteers we have at each venue to optimise the parks locations and increase participation. 

The changes we implemented in 2016, by recruiting volunteers who would be responsible for 

finding the funding and the full set up of a new location, has proven to be the right model as 

we now see these locations performing most successfully.  

During the past 12 months we have also piloted a new model for the parks programme using 

the Marathon Kids schools programme as a template. This has proven to be very successful 

and we are making plans to roll this out to all parks locations during 2018. 

Parks Statistics 2017: 

 Locations - 31 (this is down by two locations on 2016) 

 Total number of KRF events delivered in 2017 – 480 (2.3% increase on 2016)  

 Total number of children registered to KRF events – 9862 (this is 1910 new registrations 

in 2017) 

 

Marathon Kids Schools: 

Over the 2016/17 academic year we set out to engage 60 schools onto the Kids’ Marathon 

programme of which 30 would be in London. We ended with: 

 93 schools, 32 of which were in London  

 95% pupil participation rate 

 10% of pupils running a marathon or more 

Over the 2017/18 academic year we aim to engage 400 schools across the UK onto the 

Marathon Kids programme with the increased challenge of running up to four marathons.  

In the first term alone (September – December 2017) we have already achieved: 

 242 schools registered to the Marathon Kids programme – 260% increase on last year 

(The live running data is deceptively low due to late sign up. This is generally the case in 

the first term) 

 1624 children have run 10km 

 618 children have run a half marathon 
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 295 children have run 30km 

 98 children have already run a full marathon or more 

 

Marathon Kids Programme Developments: 

2017 has been an incredible year of development for Kids Run Free, particularly for our 

schools programme and for our technical tools.   

Whilst delivering the 2016/17 Kids’ Marathon, we were also working on the rebrand and 

development of the programme to be launched in September 2017 as the newly named 

Marathon Kids. This was due to our partnership with Marathon Kids US and Nike.  

These partnerships, along with other funding, allowed us to rebrand our programme 

including a new website, a more professional online application process and a full package 

of support tools.  

We also launched our newly developed cloud-based Digital Tracking System (DTS) allowing 

schools, and us, to see the running data in real time. 

Not stopping there, we have also launched an online shop providing running course 

equipment, rewards and incentives and, more recently, we have launched our very own KRF 

Running App allowing parents to track their children’s running, either at a Kids Run Free 

Park event or when out together running as a family. 

 

Events: 

Alongside our running programmes we also delivered four large scale running events, two 

with our partner Nike in London and two ourselves in Leamington Spa. 

The two Nike events were high energy moments within the Marathon Kids programme.  

The first in March marked the halfway point of the programme with a day of running and 

filming in one of our biggest participating schools, Chobham Primary in London. Over 600 

children experienced a fun-filled day of running with some amazing Nike athletes attending, 

Sabrina Bakare, Shona Richards and David Weir, all of whom ran with the children and 

made the day all the more special. 
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The second Nike event marked the end of the Marathon Kids programme and was held at 

the iconic Lee Valley Velo Park. Children from schools all across London that had 

participated on the Marathon Kids programme were invited to take part in multi sports 

activities and again we were over the moon to be joined by Nike athletes Bianca Williams, 

Anthony Ogogo and Mark Cavendish. All of whom joined in with the activities alongside the 

children.  

           

Kids Run Free’s two events started with our 2nd annual Festival of Sport held in March at the 

Pump Room Gardens in Leamington Spa. This event engaged over 500 children to run in 

teams of 12 to equate to the distance of a full marathon as a team and was supported by the 

local council. 

           

Our last event of 2017 was the Festival of Running, our annual end of Marathon Kids 

programme celebration, held at Edmondscote Athletics Track in Leamington Spa. 13 schools 

from the local area attended bringing just over 400 children. Awards were given to schools 

for achieving the most marathons run and the highest average distance run per child and all 

children that had run a marathon or more were awarded their Marathon Kids medals. 

           

Thank you Sabrina Bakare, Shona Richards, David Weir, Bianca Williams, Anthony Ogogo 

and Mark Cavendish you were all amazing. 
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Sir Mo Farah, our NEW Marathon Kids Global Ambassador:  

On top of everything else we have been achieving in 2017 we could not believe it when we 

were given the amazing news that Sir Mo Farah had so kindly agreed to be the global 

ambassador for Marathon Kids.  

Not only that but 30 incredibly lucky children and their teachers were invited by Nike to 

attend the London IAAF World Championships where Mo was competing. Having spent the 

morning watching the athletics our guests were taken on a tour of the Nike athlete house. 

This in itself was a real treat but, to the surprise of all who attended, when Mo Farah walked 

into the room to meet the children everyone got a bit excited. 

         

Thank you Sir Mo Farah for being our Marathon Kids Ambassador 

 

Research - Loughborough University: 

The research conducted by Loughborough University was to understand the specific 

requirements needed to embed a running programme into a school culture.  

This research has now come to an end and the findings have helped in the creation of the 

evidence based tools for our newly branded Marathon Kids programme.  

All data collected from the two year research programme has been collected and evaluation 

is now in progress. The phase one report is finalised, and the full final report from 

Loughborough University will be with us in Quarter 2 of 2018. 

 

Sponsors and Partnerships: 

Our partnership with Marathon Kids US continues with both us and them sharing knowledge 

and ideas for development of our schools programmes. We are so grateful for the support 

and experience they offer us all the way from across the pond.  
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In September we signed our second year partnership agreement with Nike. This partnership 

will engage another 30 schools in London onto the Marathon Kids programme with the Nike 

Grant giving all rewards up to the first marathon for free. Their continued support of Kids Run 

Free and the wealth of experience they bring not only benefits the Marathon Kids 

programme but also supports us across all areas of the charity. 

In February our year of support from Pilotlight ended – the support from this charity, which 

focusses on supporting other charities on a consultancy basis to help improve its operations, 

has been invaluable to us. The dedicated team of professionals that Pilotlight brought 

together to advise and guide us have been with us at every exciting development over the 

past year and they have helped us to make informed decisions getting us to where we are 

today. 

London Marathon continues to support us by helping to engage schools in London onto the 

Marathon Kids programme by offering a London Sport Grant. This offers the schools a more 

hands on approach by providing a Marathon Maker for each school to set up and launch the 

programme. 

Shoosmiths, a national UK law firm, gave us amazing support by writing our privacy policies 

for the new Digital Tracking System, the KRF Running App and our new online shop. This 

has ensured that we are GDPR compliant and communicating with schools and parents in 

the appropriate way when dealing with personal data. 

TomTom has supported us with a substantial donation towards our work – this allows us to 

deliver improvements on our DTS and the KRF Running App.  

The team at our sister company, Raceways, are a reassuring constant as they stand side by 

side with Kids Run Free. They play an important supporting role by donating all their profits 

to the charity and by always being there to assist at events and at busy times of the year. 

Last, but certainly not least, we have been fortunate again to obtain another year of 

significant funding from our anonymous benefactor. Their significant support, financial as 

well as advisory, has been instrumental in achieving the position we currently have and 

aiding the changes and developments that we are now implementing. 

 

A brief overview of our plans for 2018 

As mentioned above we will be rolling out our newly restructured Kids Run Free Parks 

programme to all 31 existing, and any new, locations. The will take the challenge of running 

marathons into the parks and using the newly launched KRF Running App for parents to 

track their children’s running.  

During the 2017/18 academic year we will be reviewing and monitoring all of the new 

support tools and technical products we have produced for this year’s Marathon Kids 

schools programme in order to ensure we have created a fully sustainable model, or to 

implement any updates or changes that may be necessary. 
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More recently, over the last two months of 2017 we have been working with Geometry 

Global UK, an award winning brand activation agency, who are supporting us to understand 

our branding, define our values and advise on how to use our visual identities more 

effectively. This piece of work will continue into early 2018 with any new branding being 

launched as a result of these exciting developments.  

Also, we are very excited to announce that we will be piloting our schools programme in the 

Netherlands in 2018. This has been made possible due to a new partnership with the 

Rotterdam Student Club who has been fundraising to implement the programme in two or 

three test schools in the Netherlands.  

The whole team at Kids Run Free thanks you all for your continued support. You have all 

been instrumental in getting us to this position. We are truly grateful and we hope you are 

satisfied with our performance. 

 

With Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from 

 

Samantha Young, Catherine O’Carroll, Julia Travis,  

Fiona Bothwell, Carmen Old, Louise Askew, Sharan Dhillon,  

Rob Hotchkiss, Lucy Chaplin, Mel Yates, Alexandros Kililis, 

Emma Da Silva & Sarah Adams (Raceways)  

Martine Verweij 

 

           

Marathon Kids school - St Winefrides, London                                Kids Run Free Parks - Worthing 


